RIGHT HONOURABLE GENTLEMEN
demonstrate that, however violently the pendulum
may swing and however slab-like the caprices of
democracy, you at all events are a sufficiently positive
being to rise in triumphant superiority to these secular
handicaps, acquire the manners and the mind of
Thorneycroft and then marry a wife of sense and
charm. The formula is not a very easy one. Too
many eligible young men are amiable but stupid, or
wealthy but arrogant, or good-looking but addle-
pated.
Nobody can yet tell whether he has the other
qualities which are necessary for political success.
While it is already known that he will look all prob-
lems "fairly and squarely in the face/9 has he the
courage, having diagnosed them and prescribed a
difficult remedy, to avoid "passing on"? What is
behind his brown eyes and infectious smile? Has he
the stamina to wait and to work? There is no evidence
to indicate that he lacks it. So the only advice that
can be given to political speculators is "Watch
Thorneycroft.5'
Only two years his senior is Mr. Ronald Cartland
who, through the interventions of Mr. Thorneycroft,
Mr. de Chair and Mr. Charles Wood, is now three
places removed from being the youngest Conservative
Member. Mr. Charles Wood, having been born in
1912, is almost a War baby. Although he shares with
the Prime Minister in the representation of Birming-
ham, Cartland is forthright, outspoken and critical.
But Mr. Amery is there too, so Cartland is not so
personally isolated as a few years ago Mr. Amery
would have wished Great Britain to be politically.
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